Some Gender and Ethnicity questions related to Crime and Deviance

Outline 2 – 4 marks

Outline two differences between the recorded patterns of male and female offending.


Outline two reasons why members of some ethnic groups are more likely than others to receive custodial sentences. 


Outline two criticisms of Gilroy's idea that black criminality is a myth.


Outline two differences between the liberationist perspective on female crime on the ideas of Pat Carlen 
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Outline 3 – 6 marks

Outline three reasons why females may be less likely than males to commit crimes


Outline three ways in which it has been suggested that may be gender bias in the criminal justice system

Question Type 3:  Applying material from Item A outline and explain TWO…….. –10 marks
Item A9
Most criminals are men. The most consistent findings of research into crime in different societies and over many decades is that there is a clear link between crime and masculinity. However, the kind of crimes committed there is between different groups of men. So to does what counts as being a ‘real man’ and the resources to achieve it. Changes over time in the economy and the employment structure -such as deindustrialization for example -may also affect men’s opportunities to express their masculinity.
Applying material from item A9, analyse two reasons why men commit crime.





Item A10
The risk of being a victim of crime appears to vary by ethnic group, both in terms of ordinary crimes and racially motivated crimes. This is shown in victim surveys. Surveys are based on the assumption that people are aware of what is happening to them. All suspected crimes have to go through a process of being reported and investigated before they are officially categorised as a crime. The role of police is crucial to this process.

Applying material from item A10, analyse two explanations for the apparent differences in the rates of victimisation of ethnic groups.

Question Type 3:  Using material from the item and your own knowledge, evaluate the view…. –30 marks
Item B6
Statistics showing that women commit less crime than men. Some suggest that this may be because women are treated more leniently by the criminal justice system, and so are less likely to have their offences recorded. others suggest it is because of different gender roles, which leads more men into crime, and women to commit fewer and less serious offences. 

Applying material from item B6 and your own knowledge, Evaluate sociological explanations for gender differences in the patterns of crime.

Item B17
Official statistics suggest that there is a clear relationship between ethnicity and offending. These show black people and to a lesser extent Asians as being over represented in the criminal justice system. In the view of some sociologists, this is because at each stage in the system, from policing through to sentencing, institutional Racism distorts the picture of ethnic patterns of offending. However, left realists argue that there are real differences in offending rates and that these differences can be explained in terms of factors such as relative deprivation and marginalization. 

Applying material from item B17 and your own knowledge, Evaluate sociological explanations of the relationship between ethnicity and offending.


