Is Sociology a Science? – Part 1 Positivism and Interpretivism
10 markers
· Outline and explain two ways in which structuralist theories of society differ from social action or interpretivist theories. (10)
· Outline and explain two reasons why positivists prefer quantitative research methods (10)

20 markers
Interpretivists view social reality as made up of meanings and motives. To understand these meanings and motives, sociologists must be able to empathise with the people they study. Furthermore, interpretivists argue that society can only be studied subjectively and therefore they favour qualitative methods of research. 

Applying material from item B1 and your own knowledge, evaluate the usefulness of interpretivist approaches to our understanding of society
Interpretivists argue that sociology is about investigating the meanings and motives of social actors, and so the aim of researches should be to obtain an empathetic, and subjective understanding of people's meanings. In the view of interpretivists, this can only be achieved by employing open ended qualitative research methods such as participant observation and unstructured interviews. These methods allow people to act naturally or respond fully and freely to the sociologists question, producing data that is high in validity. However, other sociologists argue that these methods produce biased data which is that the results of the research is subjective interpretation of events and responses.

Applying material from item B6 and your own knowledge, Evaluate the interpretivist claim that qualitative research methods are the most appropriate ones for studying Society.
Positivists believe that sociology can be a science by following the logic and methods of the natural sciences. In the view of positivism, this involves Gathering objective quantitative data to verify or prove hypothesis and Discover causal laws. While accepting the positivist view of science, interactionists reject the claim that we can study human beings in this way. However, positivism is just one view of what constitutes science. For example, Popper argues that science involves seeking to falsify hypothesis, while Kuhn argues that a scientific subject is one that has a unified paradigm.

Applying material from Item B7 and your own knowledge, Evaluate The claim that whether sociology can be a science depends on what we mean by science in the first place.
Positivists argue that by replicating the logic and methods of the natural sciences, sociology can uncover laws of human behaviour. They believe that, like natural scientists, sociologists should you use quantitative data to deduce objectively whether a hypothesis is true or false. However, sociologists from other perspectives have different views, not only on whether this is possible but on the very nature of science itself.

Applying material from Item B8 and your own knowledge, Evaluate the claim that sociology can and should be a science.

What can you remember about Positivism and Interpretivism from last year?



Positivism and suicide. 
What do positivists believe about objective quantitative research?
What is verificationism? 
What do positivists believe about scientific method?

Interpretivism
Why might scientific methods be no good for Sociology?





[bookmark: _GoBack]Other types of sociologists who reject the view that sociology is a science.
Explain how Interpretivists might respond to Durkheim’s views about suicide.
Explain the 2 types of interpretivists
Interactionists

Phenomenologists and ethnomethodologists

Verstehen and qualitative research

