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PAPER 3: CRIME AND DEVIANCE WITH THEORY AND METHODS   

The following specification points have been identified in the AQA A level Sociology Advanced Information for Exams in June 2022. tutor2u 

have a comprehensive series of short explainer videos to help students revise for these topics. The links in this document will take you to 

the appropriate video on the tutor2u website. 

Named 

Specification Point  

Content included: Video Links: 

Crime, deviance, 

social order, and 

social control 

Functionalist Theories of Crime and 

Deviance:  

Durkheim - Adaptation and Change, 

Boundary Maintenance, Safety Valve, 

Anomie, Merton - Strain Theory 

Durkheim on Crime 

 

Functionalist Theories of Crime and Deviance - Merton 

 

Functionalist Theories of Crime and Deviance - Hirschi 

 

 Subcultural Theories of Crime and Deviance: 

Cohen - Status Frustration, Cloward and 

Ohlin - Opportunity Subcultures, Miller - 

Focal Concerns 

Subcultural Theories of Crime and Deviance – Cohen  

 

Subcultural Theories of Crime and Deviance – Cloward and Ohlin  

 

Subcultural Theories of Crime and Deviance – Miller 

 

Theories of Crime and Deviance – Matza  

 

 Marxist Theories of Crime and Deviance: 

Criminogenic Capitalism, Selective Law 

Enforcement, Law Creation 

Marxist theories of Crime and Deviance – Criminogenic Capitalism  

 

Marxist theories of Crime and Deviance - Althusser 

 

Marxist theories of Crime and Deviance – Selective Law Enforcement  

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/functionalist-theories-of-crime-deviance-durkheim
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/functionalist-theories-of-crime-deviance-merton
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/functionalist-theories-of-crime-deviance-hirschi
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/subcultural-theories-of-crime-deviance-albert-cohen
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/subcultural-theories-of-crime-deviance-cloward-and-ohlin
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/subcultural-theories-of-crime-deviance-walter-miller
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/theories-of-crime-deviance-matza-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/marxist-theories-of-crime-deviance-criminogenic-capitalism-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/marxist-theories-of-crime-deviance-althusser-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/marxist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-selective-law-enforcement
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Marxist theories of Crime and Deviance – Law Creation 

 

 Neo-Marxist Theories of Crime and 

Deviance:  

Hall et al, ‘policing the crisis’, Gilroy - 

Symbolic resistance, Taylor, Walton and 

Young - Fully Social Theory   

Neo-Marxist theories of Crime and Deviance: Taylor, Walton and Young  

 

Theories of Crime and Deviance – Hall 

 

Theories of Crime and Deviance – Gilroy 

 

 Interactionist Theories of Crime and 

Deviance:   

Cohen - Folk Devils and Moral Panics, 

Cicourel - Negotiation of Justice, Lemert - 

Primary and Secondary Deviance, Becker - 

Crime as Social Construction 

Interactionist Theories of Crime and Deviance – Becker  

 

Interactionist Theories of Crime and Deviance - Lemert  

 

Interactionist Theories of Crime and Deviance- Cicourel  

 

Theories of Crime and Deviance – Braithwaite  

 

Folk Devils and Moral Panics 

 

 Left Realist Explanations of Crime:  

Lea and Young - Marginalisation, 

Subcultures and Relative Deprivation 

Left Realism: Lea and Young 

 

 Right Realist Explanations of Crime: 

Inadequate Socialisation, Rational Choice 

Theory, Biological Differences, Broken 

Windows Theory   

Right Realism: Murray 

 

Right Realism: Wilson 

 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/marxist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-law-creation
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/neo-marxist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-taylor-walton-and-young
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/theories-of-crime-and-deviance-hall-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/theories-of-crime-and-deviance-gilroy-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/interactionist-theories-of-crime-deviance-becker-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/interactionist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-lemert-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/interactionist-theories-of-crime-deviance-cicourel-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/theories-of-crime-and-deviance-brathwaite-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/interactionist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-folk-devils-moral-panics-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/left-realist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-lea-young-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/right-realist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-murray-a-level-sociology
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/right-realist-theories-of-crime-and-deviance-wilson-a-level-sociology
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THEORY AND METHODS ON PAPER 3: 

Named Specification 

Point  

Content included: Video Links: 

Consensus, conflict, 

structural and social 

action theories 

Structural Consensus Theories: 

Functionalism – Durkheim, Parsons, Merton 

New Right – Murray 

 

Structural Conflict Theories:  

Marxism – Marx, Althusser, Gramsci Feminism – 

Branches of Feminist thought including liberal, radical, 

Marxist (Black and Intersectional Feminism optional)  

 

Social Action Theories:  

Interactionism – Becker, Goffman, Weber  

 

Structuration Theory:  

Giddens   

Structural Theories 

 

Functionalism 

 

Marxism  

 

Feminism 

 

Conflict and Consensus Theories  

 

Social Action Theories 

 

 

 

Other videos to help students to revise the Crime & Deviance  topic can be found here : tutor2u Sociology | Crime & Deviance 

Scan the QR code to access all these videos on your smart device 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociological-theory-structural-theories
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociological-theory-functionalism
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociological-theory-marxism
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociological-theory-feminism
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociological-theory-consensus-versus-conflict-theories
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociological-theory-social-action-theories
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/collections/crime-and-deviance-student-revision-videos

