In the twelfth century thrones could be won by speed of thought and action, as well as by the chance of proximity to the seat of power. Tancred and Daibert’s preoccupation with the siege of Haifa meant that, when Godfrey died, Jerusalem itself was open to seizure by Godfrey’s vassals. A delegation sent by Arnulf of Chocques at once set out for Edessa, inviting Baldwin to take over the kingdom. Daibert and Tancred were slower to react. Bethlehem was probably chosen as a location for the coronation to avoid an overt confrontation over Daibert’s claim to Jerusalem. According to Albert of Aachen, Baldwin had similar scruples to Godfrey in not wishing to be crowned in Jerusalem.
[Adapted from M. Barber, The Crusader States, 2012]
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