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A level (first assessment: summer 2017)

Exam questions will test students’ knowledge and understanding of the relevant specification topics.
Paper 3 will also test students’ investigative skills, based on core practicals in the specification.
Question types: multiple choice, short and long answer questions (up to 9 marks), and calculations.
Questions assessing students’ use of mathematical skills will nake up 10% of the exam papers.
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Paper 1 - Advanced Biochemistry, Microbiology and Genetics

v 90 marks &2 30% weighting (@ 1 hour 45 minutes
* Topic 1: Biological Molecules * Topic 5: Energy for Biological Processes
* Topic 2: Cells, Viruses and Reproduction of * Topic 6: Microbiology and Pathogens

Living Things .
Topic 3: Classification and Biodiversity
Topic 4: Exchange and Transport
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Paper 2 - Advanced Physiology, Evolution and Ecology

¥ 90 marks &2 30% weighting @ 1 hour 45 minutes
* Topic 1: Biological Molecules « Topic 8: Origins of Genetic Variation
« Topic 2: Cells, Viruses and Reproduction of « Topic 9: Control Systems

Living Things « Topic 10: Ecosystems

«  Topic 3: Classification and Biodiversity
«  Topic 4: Exchange and Transport
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Paper 3 - General and Practical Principles in Biology

120 marks &80 40% weighting 2 hours 30 minutes

« Alltopics across the full A level specification.
«  Half of the paper will focus on testing students’ knowiedge and understanding of practical skils and techniques.

Assessing practical work at AS and A level

From September 2015, AS and A level Biology will be 100% externally assessed:; this means there
are no coursework elements in the new courses. Instead, students will be required to complete a
number of core practicals throughout the courses that cover specific skills and techniques.

Practical skills will now be assessed in two ways:

@ investigative skills, and knowledge and understanding of core practicals will be tested in AS and
A level exams and contribute to students’ overall grades.

@ teacher assessment of students’ skills, techniques and competency when completing practical
work will count towards the Practical Endorsement at A level. This is separate to the A level
grade and, if awarded, will be reported as a ‘Pass’ on A level certificates.





